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had his residence. This was an office supposed to
have been instituted by the mythical civiliser,
Garachacha, and the holder of the office was to be
the head of the Chibcha religion, and an arbitrator
and peacemaker among chiefs and people. The
temple of Suamo was the most sacred place in the
country, and the Iraca was held in the deepest
veneration.

The vale of the Iraca was about twenty miles
north-east of Tunja, a pleasant and fertile spot.
As the Spaniards approached, the unfortunate
people attempted resistance, but were soon terrified
and fled. The despoilers advanced to the temple
and broke open the doors. A single old man
alone barred the way. This priest stood there
dauntless and alone. Behind him the Spaniards
could see a long row of mummies adorned with
gold plates. Even those ruthless marauders
paused in awe before the aged priest. Suddenly
flames broke out, and they fell back. The temple
was on fire and was burned to the ground. The old
priest preferred death in the flames to surrender.1

1 The Iraca himself, named Sugamuni, nephew of his pre-
decessor Nompaneme, became a Christian, and survived until
about 1560. The Franciscans engraved his epitaph, in the Chibcha
language, on a stone: ' The best man in Cundinamaroa, the crown
and honour of his nation. Friend of the children of the sun, who,
in the end, adored the eternal sun. We pray for his soul.'